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FORGERY OF THE JAFFA INTERPOSTAL SEAL 

  

 

The Interpostal seal, issued by Egypt when she maintained a post 
office in Jaffa, has always been known as a scarce item and in recent 
years it sold in Great Britain at about £10 and sometimes even much more. 
When large numbers of copies were offered in London last year at a price 
considerably under El, suspicion was aroused among specialistcollectorss. 
Everyone who saw these copies, refrained from expressing a definite 
opinion, since these lithographed prints, extremely well and carefully 
made, had a baffling likeness to the lithographed genuine seal. •The 
Interpostal of Jaffa had not been the subject of highlyspecialisedd 
research and its literature is Beauty. Besides, never before had it been 
attempted to distribute imitations of this seal and no such imitations, 
made to defraud collectors, had been known. 

It was first noted that the paper of these oopies appeared somewhat 
thinner than that of the original article and that the shades of thebluee 
imprints varied slightly among the copies examined, observations which were 
not deemed to be conclusive in unmasking the forgery. Tests under ultra-
violet light of three different frequencies, however, revealed adistinctt 
difference in the appearance of the ink. Our illustrations show enlarge-
ments of the genuine seal and one of the Londoncopiess (page xd). 

Exhaustive examinations of some of these suspected copies have recently 
been made in the United States by Ernest A. Rehr, the results of which he 
has published in an article entitled "The Jaffa Interpostal Forgery" 

SPA.Journall, Socy. of Philatel.Americans,, No. 10, June 1955), fromwhichh 
we quote some of the passages that follow his introductory paragraphs: - 

Theo writer's attention was called to the existence of 
tocounterfeit'' Jaffa seal about the and of 1954, by an eminent Israel - 
Palestine specialist, of Chicago, when he enquired whether I knew of 
the item. His written warning was not sufficientlyleart to be 
accepted as more than an admonition to be on the alert. 	 

"Finally in March, a New York dealer-student showed me two copies 
of the questionable item which ho said wore acquired from a dealer in 
London. Because the seals looked good, I was reluctant to pass 
judgement before comparing them with my reference specimens. 

"In the first place, these were made from copies of a genuine 
seal which represents a definitely known position of the printing stone. 
It clearly shows the distinctive transfer flaws of this position; the 
lines in the frame below the F of JAFFA; the line in the frame above 
the first E of EGIZIANE; the retouch above the RE of REALI; the retouch 
above the Arabic, 'BUSTAH', and the flaw between the Ta and Saad of 
the center Arabic inscription. 

"I might point out that original research devoted to Interpostal 
seals suggests that these were printed in the following manner: 
1. An original drawing was made of the seals' design except that the 

name of the town was omitted. 
2. This master then was transferred to a printing stone twenty times. 

(In my collection I possess a proof sheet of the Alessandria seal 
which confirms my conclusions.) 

(Continued on page 18) 
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3. In transferring the master to the printing surface, certain flaws 
occurred so that one may 'plate' the issue by observing such things 
as shifted or creased transfers, or retouches. 	(A discussion of 
tho printing methods of Interpostals-is the subject of a treatise 
which the writer prepared for the 'London Philatelist' and which is 
scheduled to be published by the Royal Philatelic Society, London, 
in the near future.) 

4. The name of the town then was lettered into the panel at the bottom 
ands number of sheets pulled. This name then was erased and another 
inserted. This erasure and entry of a new name was continued until 
a sufficient supply for each city was produced." 

The article conoludes with a list of minute differences that are disclosed 
by a careful comparison of the questionable items with known genuine copies, 
the most telling of these differences being the missing guide dot outside the 
frame below the J of JAFFA, the slightly misshapen Saad of Masria, and the 
thinner Ah of Myryah in the counterfeits. 

FORGERY OF FRANCE 5FR. LEVANT  

We illustrate on page xd enlarged reproductions of a genuine and forged 
copy of the French Levant 5fr. with surcharge, submitted by Mr. Geoffrey B. 
Seshold. This forgery, though more than 30 years old, is not generally known 
to collectors of Palestine nor that it occurs with a French Palestine postmark. 
The stamp has been examined and confirmed as a forgery by two specialist 
collectors of French stamps, Mr. E.W. Bishop (President of the British France 
and Colonies P.S.) and Mr. Ben Reeves (President of the Society of Philatelic 
Americans) to whom we extend our thanks. 

Close examination reveals the differences indicated by the arrows and 
some others in the shading of some loaves and the eyes. The fragmentary 
postmark is not distinct enough to be recognised as a forgory. 

Mr. Reeves points out that these forgeries wore recorded in "Etude. Sur 
Les Faux Timbres' (1926), published by Delmarcollo Florian, and that they are 
not common. 

PRE-NAZI PROPAGANDA FORGERY OF AUSTRIA  
It is known that the then-small politioal group which introduced itself 

to the world in the "Hofbräu-Keller" of Munich in 1923, was inspired largely 
by the anti-Jewish propaganda some of its members had carried on in the pro. 
ceding years, in Germany, Austria and some other small neighbouring countries. 
As a medium for spreading such propaganda, postage stamps were not overlooked. 
We have recently seen a perfectly executed forgery of the 1920 80 holler, 
carmine, of Austria (SG 241) with the upper inscription reading "Jüdisch 
Österreich" (Jewish Austria) instead of *Deutsch Österreich" (German Austria). 
It is reproduced on page xd. 

The cover seen was franked with a marginal pair of this forgery and two 
genuine 20h. stamps, deep green (SG 220), all postmarked at Graz 1 (Austria) 
on 6. VI. 21. The cover was addressed to "Mauer bei Wien" (Mauer near Vienna). 
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SPURIOUS ITEMS (referred to in this issue) 

Jaffa Interpostal Seal  

genuine 

France 5fr. Levant with Palestine Postmark 
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