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CONTROVERSY OVER JAFFA INTERPOSTAL SEALS  

In BAPIP BULLETIN No. 14, page 17, we acquainted our members with 
the results of investigations, published in the United States by Ernest A. 
Kehr, on the copies of the Jaffa Interpostal sold in London. A week or 
two later we were informed that the Expert Committee of the B.P.A. had 
issued, in August, 1955, on submission of suoh copies by an American 
specialist, a certificate of genuineness. Nearer the end of the year the 
Committee of the Royal Philatelic Society, returned a copy advising that 
they were unable to expertise this item. It is not surprising, :therefore, 
that a controversy has arisen over these seals among experts. 

It may be noted here that while BAPIP as a society is unable to state a 
definite opinion on these seals, we owe it to our members to record such 
information as is published elsewhere on any disputed philatelic item ooming 
within the orbit of our specialised field. 

The journal of the B.P.A. "Philately", of Jan.-Feb, 1956, published an 
article by J. H. E. Gilbert, FRPSL entitled "The Egyptian Post Office in-
Jaffa, 1870-1872" in which the writer refers to the above copies of the seal, 
repudiating Mr. Kehr's opinion. After describing briefly the nature of the 
Interpostals and their issue to the Jaffa office from the "Fourth Issue" 
in 1670-1, Mr. Gilbert continues:- 

" Recently there has been keen controversy as to whether the Jaffa 
Interpostals have been forged. Having carefully examined illustrations 
contained in recent publications which have appeared in Egypt, the 
United States and England, -I have :lame to the conclusion that they do 
not support the suggestion that these labels have been forged. 

"Together with Dr. Byam and Colonel Denson, I have studied 18 
unused oopies of the Jaffa Interpostals, the existence of which oan be 
vouched for during the past 30 years - including a copy recently 
rejected as a forgery, and have come to the conclusion that none is a 
forgery. Of the copies examined 13 were kindly loaned to me by Mr. 
A. Constantine. One of the copies in Colonel Danson's collection is 
printed on pale mauve paper, whereas the others are all on white paper. 

"These Interpostals have no face value and have always been sold 
at very low sums - at a price which would certainly not pay any forger 
to risk copying. The demand for the Jaffa Interpostals has only come 
about during the last few years, and now they are regarded as important 
evidence that this small - if unsuccessful - post office did actually 
function, even if only for a very short period." 

The London weekly "Stamp Collecting", in their number of February 24th, 
1956, published an editorial article on the "Jaffa Seal Controversy" giving 
an account of the various opinions expressed and referring to the London 
dealer Mr. A. Constantine as the one having sold this stook of seals to 
collectors. 

The balance of the article by Dr. A.H. Wortman on Russian 
Levant Postmarks (repr, BULLETIN No.14) will be published in 
the next issue of the BULLETIN. This will contain also an 
account by Mr. Tolkowsky of early philatelic writings on 
Jerusalem and another article by Mr. Nixon. 
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